
Mr. Phil Isenberg, Chair                                                                      September 30, 2008
Delta Vision Blue Ribbon Task Force
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Delta Vision Strategic Plan; Fourth Staff Draft  9/12/08

Dear Chair Isenberg;

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the fourth draft of the Delta Vision Strategic Plan, 
and for the Task Forces’ continuing work on a Strategy for the Delta.

Volume One
1)  Near Term Actions, page 32
We were pleased to note that near term actions, including emergency response actions were
included in the Report. However where information on water diversions is requested, we do not 
see a similar request for scientific basis related to the amount of water the Delta ecosystem needs
in any season of any given water year.  This information is critical to this process and others 
already underway, and as such should be included here.

If we expect to see improvements to the ecosystem, water quality, and the fishery anytime soon, 
additional near-term items need to be included. As the following near-term projects have yet to be
implemented, continued strong advocacy is warranted.

o Funding and construction of western and central delta levee improvements.
o Water quality and fishery improvements at Franks Tract.
o Additional and improved fish screens at pumps.
o Subsidence reversal projects.
o Habitat improvement projects. 
o Placement of rock at strategic sites in the Delta for levee repair.

Volume Two

Strategy 3.2, Page 17, notes under h.iv. that Middle River would be enhanced as habitat if it is not 
dedicated to conveyance.  Under what circumstances would Middle River not be dedicated to 
conveyance? It is an integral part of the dual conveyance alternative promoted by the Vision and 
Strategic Plan.  If Middle River would not be used for through-delta conveyance, what is your 
Plan B for through-Delta?

Strategies 3.3-3.5.  There is no recognition in these strategies that a reduction in exports could 
also achieve water quality improvements, reduce entrainment and reduce stress on the Delta. 
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